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  President’s Key Notes 
 

Opportunity Smiles 
May 2021 

 
 A year of grieving and of achieving, the loss of getting together in person but the magic 
of zoom to hear and see each other.  It will be a treat to meet at the May social at the Baptist 
Church.      
 
 The April State Convention demonstrated the wonderful service of the Fuquay-Varina 
Junior Woman’s Club. They received awards in 5 categories. The Fuquay-Varina Woman’s Club 
did not receive recognition.  District 7 won woman of the decade.   
 
 I want to thank all the chairs of the CSP who worked on service projects. The educational 
programs provided valuable information on the library, on the administrative projects in 
Fuquay-Varina, on talking trash, on craft projects and on district and state 
conventions.  Jeannette Moore Burlock wrote about the strong woman of Fuquay-Varina. She 
kept the Facebook page with current information.  Patty Byrne kept the notes with important 
history of the club.  Julia Yeargan started Connect with fun facts about members and available 
luncheons and inviting new members on zoom.  Jeannette Castro did an outstanding newsletter.  
Martha Smallwood was a facilitator for electronics whose help was invaluable and she created a 
digital scrapbook.  Vickie Currin kept the treasury in the black.  Faith Junghahn offered the zoom 
and did a great job on Ways and Means.  Each and every member is the reason the club is viable 
this year and I am grateful to all the members. 
 
 The May banquet will start socially at 6 pm at the Baptist Church, at 301 N. Woodrow 
Street with dinner at 6:30 and meeting at 7:15.  The opportunity that smiled at me was all the 
team work that allowed service to the community.  To all the members I say thank you and look 
forward to September and starting a happy healthy club year.  
 
 Please CSP have your summer meetings and decide your projects for 2021-2022.  
 
 Birthdays for the summer include; June - Morgan Cullison 6/13, Julia Yeargan 6/15 and 
Barbara Kennedy 6/29.  July - Shirley Simmons 7/14, Jeanne Ridpath 7/19, Bobbie Asad 7/27 
and Patty Byrne 7/27. August - Linda Goodman 8/5, Gloria O‘Connor 8/16, Debbie Semple 8/19, 
Vickie Currin 8/30 and Marilyn Gardner 8/30.     
   
Love and blessings for a safe fun in the sun, Nancy 
 
 
 
  



MEMBER NEWS 
 

 
 

 
MAY 2021  

 

CSP/SC/WC DATE/TIME PROJECT EVENT 
 5/10/21 at 6:00 

p.m. 
 Spring Banquet 

Arts 5/12/21 at 1:00 
p.m. 

Mixed Media Art class  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report – VICKI CURRIN 
  

FV Woman's Club 4/01-31/2021  
BEGINNING BALANCE IN GENERAL FUND   $    13,750.79  

 INCOME TO GENERAL FUND (funded by fundraisers):    
voided check 3015 (library)  $     140.00   
 TOTAL GENERAL FUND INCOME    $          140.00  

   $    13,890.79  

 EXPENDITDURES TO GEN FUND    
ED- Wake Up & read  $       75.00   
Ed-CH Brown Museum  $       50.00   
Ed-EVHS Spec Ed STEM Project  $       50.00   
H&W Elderly Homes bingo  $       83.66   

   $        (258.66) 

 TOTAL FUNDS IN GEN FUND    $    13,632.13  

   
 BEGINNING BALANCE IN CLUBHOUSE    $      5,016.73  

Cash-Bobbie Novell 3/27  $       75.00    

Church - April  $     300.00    

 INCOME TO CLUBHOUSE    $          375.00  

   $      5,391.73  

 EXPENDITURES TO CLUBHOUSE    
 Duke Energy -4/14  $        59.95   
 PSNC -4/6  $        55.37   
T of FV   $        40.93   
   $        (156.25) 

 TOTAL EXPENDITURES   $      5,235.48  

 TOTAL FUNDS IN CLUBHOUSE    

  
 

 BALANCE IN OPERATING funded by club dues    $      5,820.88  

 INCOME TO OPERATING    
dues  $     290.00    
end of year banquet  $       10.00    
 

  $          300.00  

 TOTAL TO OPERATING INCOME    $      6,120.88  

   
 EXPENDITURES TO OPERATING    
End of Year silver  $       51.47   
GFWC-NC D6 Woman of Decade fundraiser  $       50.00   

   $        (101.47) 



BALANCE IN OPERATING  $6,019.41  

   
 GENERAL FUNDS  $13,632.13   
 CLUB HOUSE  $5,235.48   
 Federation / OPERATIONS  $6,019.41   
FV Town  Tech Scholarship $3,000.00   
 MEMORIALS- Stephanie, Martha, Vicki's dads, Alice Schmetzer $275.00  Bonnie Childs 

 CIP  $316.50   
 ART DEPT FUND RAISER  $355.35   
 TOTAL FUNDS  $28,833.87   

   

 13 Month CD - matures 5/9/2020 includes Theatre Arts money………......$14696.02  
  

Theatre Arts from defunct FV Theater group ($1940.42)   
Bobbie Asad "tiger" sale donation (2000-Caboose)(200 Xmas kids) (250-Art center chairs)(50 TBD)  
$4000 Duke - Fed (-837.12 Conv 2019, $30 D6 2019 fall, $100 D6 2020 Arts, $30 State 2020 Arts, State 2020 summer $40) 
leaves $2962.88 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLUB NEWS 
 
Reporting - First Vice President:   JEANETTE MOORE-BURLOCK 
  May’s Strong Woman of Fuquay-Varina is longtime resident Evelyn Smith Booker.  
 
 Evelyn Smith Booker was born to Roland and Eulah Smith and is the eighth of ten 
children. She grew up on a farm in Nakina, NC in Columbus County.  Farm life meant they 
grew everything they ate with the exception of flour and sugar, including plants, dairy, and 
meats. She learned canning, freezing, and blanching techniques and their family even built a 
potato bank to keep their potatoes fresh.  Evelyn started her schooling in the black schools 
of Columbus County where their books were secondary and had been used at the white 
school in prior years.   She and her siblings were taught that education was important and 
doing your best was the key to succeeding.  They wrapped and cared for their books so that 
the children the following year could have the same opportunity to learn from them. 
Evelyn’s biggest influence was her mom. She was kind, gentle, compassionate, and 
generous. She treated all of her kids equally, proud of each one with no favoritism.  Next to 
her Mom, Evelyn’s elementary school teachers were her biggest influences.  They told her 
and other students they were smart, God gave them a brain, and to use their God given 
talents.  Evelyn lost her father at ten, so she and her siblings worked and learned to excel 
“in spite of” what obstacles life seemed to give.  
 
 Evelyn and her sister Clara were the first to integrate the Columbus County School 
System in 1965. Integration was optional that year and they could choose to go to Douglas 
High, which was the black school her siblings had attended about 25 miles away, or they 
could choose Nakina High, which had been the white school only five miles from their 
home.  They chose Nakina High.  The first day as they disembarked the bus, they were 
called “n*gger”, “monkey”, and all kinds of nasty slurs by the white people that were in 
attendance. They were also throwing spit balls and objects, telling them to leave and go 
home.  Two teachers, Mr. Boyd and Ms. Biddix, and two white children that grew up near 
the Smith family stepped in and were their safety net, helping to stop the scene.  The first 
few weeks were exceptionally difficult. They must have felt alone in a sea of children that 
should have seen them as good and decent people.  After a couple of weeks when one child 
screamed at her to go back where she belonged, Evelyn returned “We don’t want to be here 
anymore than you want us her.” By the end of the school year, Evelyn’s work spoke for itself, 
she was excelling in school.  By the end of her senior year, Evelyn had the highest GPA in the 
school.  Consistent with the prejudice of the time, near the end of the school year the 
administrators decided not to have a valedictorian and only allow the top students to 
“graduate with honors.”   Even after pointing out there had been a valedictorian the 
previous year and would likely be one the following year, the administrators were 
unmoved.  
 
 Evelyn’s next stop was NC Central University in Durham.  She had just finished her 
first semester when her Mother had a stroke. Evelyn went back home to care for her mom 
for the next ten and a half months.  Her mother told Evelyn that because of her commitment 
and care for her mom, God would richly bless her.  When her mom improved, she returned 
to NCCU to finish her degree in English. While at NCCU Evelyn met Lee Booker.  He was 
already a senior when they met and they dated for almost three years before they married 



in 1973.  They soon moved to Fuquay-Varina and built a house on a piece of land on Sunset 
Lake Road given to them by Lee’s family.  They raised two exceptional daughters, Millicent 
who became a pediatrician and Yolanda who became a teacher and a coach.  They have five 
grandchildren who are their hearts, and with whom they enjoy every minute they can.  
 
 Evelyn worked with Capitol Broadcasting for thirty years.  She began her career 
there as a writer and used the time to learn about the business.  Then when she wanted to 
move up in the company to a sales position, she wrote the ten reasons why she should be 
given the position and why it would benefit Capitol Broadcasting/WRAL.  She became the 
first African-American to sell TV at WRAL.  She did face prejudice at the station and in the 
position, but she excelled at her job and won awards along the way, proving her benefit and 
eventually became the General Sales Manager of WRAL, the 32nd largest market in the 
country at the time.  While at Capitol Broadcasting she took an instructor’s class in order to 
be able to teach a class for all employees to learn to talk about anything, anytime, with 
anybody without repercussions. (If you are wondering, the key is in tonality - 90% is 
tonality).  She taught the class until she retired and practices what she preaches, keeping 

the tone of discussions free of animosity.  
 
Evelyn says “if you think you can, or you think you can’t, you are 
right. So you have to believe you can.”  She is an eternal optimist and 
avid volunteer in our community. Evelyn is on the Board of Directors 
for the Cultural Arts Society of Fuquay-Varina which plans the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration each year as well as the 
International Cultural Festival, which hopefully will be able to return 
as soon as the pandemic is quashed.  She is also on the Board of 
Directors for Healing Transitions, which is a center for recovery 
from addiction that especially helps the homeless, uninsured, and 
underinsured to have access to long term non-medical recovery 
with on-demand services for men and women in the triangle.  
Evelyn also is in the Deaconess Ministry at her church and the 

Ladies Aid Ministry which offers scholarships for graduating seniors.  Evelyn is a 
motivational speaker as well, speaking to young people about excellence and giving 110%. 
She has recently authored a book “A Winner In Spite Of…” which is available on Amazon at: 
https://smile.amazon.com/Winner-
Spite/dp/1946425796/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LRBICAS10MWM&dchild=1&keywords=a+w
inner+in+spite+of+evelyn+booker&qid=1620256152&sprefix=A+winner+in+spite+
of%2Caps%2C179&sr=8-1 
 
 The book takes you on the journey through her life as an African-American woman 
growing up in the south and her journey into the board room of a major broadcasting 
company.  It shows her positive stance and her deeply held faith in God. Evelyn Smith 
Booker is truly a strong woman who has overcome obstacles and flourished.  Her 
willingness to help others and her willingness to give 110% set her on a path to an 
excellence to which we should all aspire. 
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 Ways & Means – Second Vice President: FAITH JUNGHAHN  
 As this year comes to an end, we note we stuck together supportive of each other 
and our events.  We didn’t slow down in showing our community our strength by not 
stepping back in supporting our commitments with scholarships and programs.  We did 
this with our fundraising efforts monthly and our yard sale.  The yard sale surprised all on 
the numerous donations and total amount raised.  In going forward for next year, the plan is 
to hold similar events with local shops showing our community support even further.  
 
 Merle Norman and Daddy D’s are the popular activities that we will keep. 
 
 If you have ideas for us to fundraise, please do send them to Faith 
 

 

Membership – Third Vice President:  JULIA YEARGAN  

 Our lunch at Abby Road was followed by a nice stroll around Fuquay Mineral Springs 
where we enjoyed the beautiful trees and flowers.  Afterwards, we were treated by Patty to 
a tour of her lovely yard. 
 
 I plan to schedule a lunch this summer and hope many of you are able to join us.   
 
 Please pass on my information to anyone you think would like to learn more about 
our awesome club. 
  

 

Environment – Chairs:  SANDRA ALLEN and RUTH OLIVE 

 Hey Clubwomen!  Enjoy the out-of-doors this summer by visiting many of our 
beautiful parks in Fuquay-Varina, Wake County, North Carolina and/or maybe even one 
of our National Parks.  Below we have listed web addresses for each of these categories 
of parks so you can start making your plans. 
 
www.fuquay-varina.org/294/Parks 
www.wakegov.com/parks 
www.ncparks.gov 
www.nps.gov 
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 We challenge you to visit at least one park in two different categories this 
summer.  Take a picture of yourself at the park and we will post it on our F-V Woman’s 
Club website. Send your pictures to Jeanette Moore-Burlock at 
jeanette@fairwayprintingofnc.com as soon as you take them so we can begin posting 
them. You might even take a Woman’s Club friend along for a group shot.  Have fun and 
enjoy! 
 

 

Arts and Culture– Chair:  MARTHA SMALLWOOD 

 Art class May 12 at 1pm at the club house.  Cost $25. Still have room to join. Send an 

email to Martha at smallwood1231@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Civic Engagement and Outreach – Chairs:  MADONNA FRENCH  
  

 This CSP is working on a flag retirement project tentatively scheduled for two weeks 
from Memorial Day to Flag Day! More information coming soon!   
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 Health and Wellness – Chairs:  BARBARA KENNEDY AND LESLEY 

PHIPPS 

 April marked our first month back in over a year that we had Bingo with the seniors 
at The Homes for the Elderly.  We were excited to see that they were all well including our 
92 and 97 year old players!  They were so happy to be together again.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education and Libraries – Chairs:  SHIRLEY SIMMONS AND DEBRA 

SEMPLE 

  A big thank you to Angela French, Julia McCombs, Julia Yeargan, Dot Mays and Jan 
Seagroves for their efforts with our CSP this year.  They deserve credit for our District 
Award and for the creative way we managed to do our job with students.  
 
 We have only one project left:  The Fuquay-Varina Technical Scholarships.   Right 
now we are awaiting applications to be turned in from the Guidance Office.  This funds 
students who plan to take a two-year course at a Community College or Vocational 
Program.  
  

 
SOCIAL– RUTH OLIVE  
 
 It’s almost time to finally get together in person for our last meeting of the year, 
Spring Social, on Monday May 10.   If you plan to attend in person, please RSVP to Ruth 
Olive on or before May 5 by 5 p.m. at (919)795-9457 (call or text) or email 
ruthfolive@gmail.com.  Social distanced gathering and seating will begin at 6:00 in the 
fellowship hall of Fuquay Varina Baptist Church.  Dinner catered and served using CDC 
guidelines by Daddy D’s BBQ will begin at 6:30.   The meeting will begin at 7:15 and will be 
available virtually for those not able to attend in person.  For those attending in person, 
please bring your check to the social for $10 made out to FVWC. Vicki will also be collecting  
checks for dues to save you a stamp. Hope to see you there!!!  
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HOUSE & GROUNDS - Shirley Simmons and Dot Mays 

 Please remember to let friends know about the club house.  They should contact 
Dot Mays for the schedule.  It will be nice to have summer rentals to help defray the 
expenditures.  We have survived in good shape during the past year’s crisis.  
 
 We thank the Environment CSP for their assistance with cleaning the yards and the 
planting of the Butterfly Bush.   We are arranging to get the small door replaced under the 
clubhouse which has deteriorated over the years.  If you have some extra day lilies, iris, or 
mums we could replace or augment the front bed as some have not survived.  Let us know. 
 
 House and Grounds will plan an inside clean up at some point before next fall to 
straighten drawers and shelves,  give the stove and refrigerator some attention and do 
some general things to be ready for the coming year.  
  
 We especially thank Jim and Debbie Semple for their extra work this year!   
 
 Lynette Walters’s daughter has found a number of the yearbooks when they were 
doing loose leaf copies which we will add to our history collection.  These had been missing 
from our historical record.  Lynette also had some pictures of her administration events 
which we were happy to save.  Perhaps we can include some history in our newsletter next 
year if you would find that interesting.  
 
 Lynette also had a decorative piece of glassware from GFWC which we will put into 
the display case.   
  
  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 (MAY is WC BANQUET) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY EVENTS CALENDAR 
5/10/21 6:00 p.m. May Banquet FV Baptist Church 

5/12/21 1:00 p.m. Art Project WC Clubhouse 

    

 


