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  President’s Key Notes 
 

Opportunity Smiles 
 

 The zoom challenge for the December meeting added to my stressors from 
technology. Unfortunately some of the members could not connect to the meeting I want to 
thank everyone for not giving up and joining the meeting. Ruth Olive did an excellent job as 
hostess for the social. Members wore their holiday attire and toasted the festivities.  Angela 
French reminded us of the miracle of diversity.  In a most humble manner going into 2021 I 
have asked all CSP to have their report of their committees done by January 11.  Barbara 
Kennedy has provided a report for CSP who have done a report.  Vicki has sent our roster to 
the State.  The yard sale for March 20 is well underway.  Many thanks to Faith for Wreaths 
across America.  Also $196 dollars was raised for the fund raiser for Papa Murphy's.  Thank 
you for everyone who is helping Patty with the minutes.  Birthdays for February include 
Fran Price 2/5, Grace Purcell 2/21 and Robin Welling Loftus 2/02.  We are looking forward 
to Marilyn Garner giving us an update about Fuquay Varina at the next meeting when Civic 
Engagement and Outreach host the education component of the meeting.  Jeanette will 
make sure the link for the meeting is posted.  The day of the meeting the Executive Board 
Meeting is scheduled for 6:00 pm and general meeting at 6:30 pm.   As we venture into 
2021 may health and happiness follow.   
 
Nancy.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEMBER NEWS 
 

 
 

JANUARY 2021 
 

CSP/SC/WC DATE/TIME PROJECT EVENT 
    
Arts/Culture 1/8/21 

By 6:00 p.m. 
Craft pictures due  

    
 

FEBRUARY 2021 
 

CSP/SC/WC DATE/TIME PROJECT EVENT 
    
    

 
MARCH 2021 

 

CSP/SC/WC DATE/TIME PROJECT EVENT 
 3/13/21 GFWC State Arts Festival Mebane Arts Center, 

Mebane 
Ways & Means 3/19/21 

2:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. 

Drop off items Yard Sale 

Ways & Means 3/20/21 
7:15 a.m. 

Set up Items Yard Sale 

Ways & Means 3/20/21 
8:00 a.m. to 
noon 

Help with Sale of items Yard Sale 

Ways & Means 3/20/21 12:30 
p.m. to 2:00 
p.m. 

Clean up Yard Sale 

 

 
 
 GFWC-NC State Arts Festival – March 13, 2021 at the Mebane Arts Center in Mebane, 
NC. 

 The GFWC-NC Convention will be held April 16-17, 2021, at the Doubletree Hotel in 
Asheville Biltmore 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report – VICKI CURRIN 
 

FV Woman's Club 12/01-31/2020  
BEGINNING BALANCE IN GENERAL FUND   $10,749.13  

 INCOME TO GENERAL FUND (funded by fundraisers):    
Pizza fundraiser  $171.13   
Pizza fundraiser member donation  $  25.00   
 TOTAL GENERAL FUND INCOME    $      196.13  

   $ 10,945.26  

 EXPENDITDURES TO GEN FUND    

ED-HOBY FVHS  $250.00   
ED-HOBY HCHS  $250.00    

Health & Well elderly home Christmas  $119.64    

   $      (619.64) 

 TOTAL FUNDS IN GEN FUND    $10,325.62  

   
 BEGINNING BALANCE IN CLUBHOUSE    $   5,400.48  

Cash 11/21  $    75.00    
 INCOME TO CLUBHOUSE    $        75.00  

   $   5,475.48  

 EXPENDITURES TO CLUBHOUSE    
Tammy Horton CH cleaning Nov   
Dot Mays yardwork  $    30.00   
 Duke Energy -12/16  $     69.44   
 PSNC -12/4  $     18.73   
   $    (118.17) 

 TOTAL EXPENDITURES    $  5,357.31  

 TOTAL FUNDS IN CLUBHOUSE    

   $  6,330.23  

 BALANCE IN OPERATING funded by club dues    
 INCOME TO OPERATING    
 

  $                0    

 TOTAL TO OPERATING INCOME    $  6,330.23  

   
 EXPENDITURES TO OPERATING    
Christmas social  $                     163.35   $     (163.35) 

   $ 6,166.88  

 BALANCE IN OPERATING    

   
 GENERAL FUNDS  $10,325.62   



 CLUB HOUSE  $5,357.31   
 Federation / OPERATIONS  $6,166.88   
FV Town  Tech Scholarship $3,000.00   
 MEMORIALS-  $275.00   
 CIP  $316.50   
 ART DEPT FUND RAISER  $355.35   
 TOTAL FUNDS  $25,796.66   

   
 13 Month CD - matures 5/9/2020 includes Theatre Arts 
money………......$14696.02    
Theatre Arts from defunct FV Theater group ($1940.42)   
Bobbie Asad "tiger" sale donation (2000-Caboose)(200 Xmas 
kids) (250-Art center chairs)(50 TBD) 

  
 

$4000 Duke - Fed (-837.12 Conv 2019, $30 D6 2019 fall, $100 D6 2020 Arts, $30 State 2020 Arts, State 2020 summer $40) 
leaves $2962.88 

 

 
   

 

 
 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   

   

   

   



   

CLUB NEWS 
 
Reporting - First Vice President:   JEANETTE MOORE-BURLOCK 

 January’s Strong Woman of Fuquay-Varina: Orlean Burt Newton 
 

Orlean Burt Newton was born and raised in Fuquay-Varina. She 
graduated from Fuquay Consolidated High School and N.C. 
College at Durham (which became NC Central University). 
Orlean then started working with the Department of Labor in 
Washington, DC. At the time she started working there she was 
the first African-American in her department. Training at the 
Department of Labor took her to Guantanamo Bay and 
Germany. Orlean was a Worker’s Compensation Specialist and 

helped employees learn to file for compensation when they had been hurt on the job. She 
worked with unions, employees, and corresponding with Congress on relevant issues. Her 
work was fulfilling and allowed her to help others. Orlean worked there from 1964-2002 
when she retired and returned to Fuquay-Varina to help care for her father. She later also 

cared for her sister when she needed assistance in her last 
years. 
 
Growing up in Fuquay, Orlean remembers the town being 
two separate communities, each side of the track being 
separate and distinct. Her father worked at the Mitchell 
dealership (at the corner of S. Main and Academy Street) 
and was the one real connection with the other side of the 
tracks. They went to the post office and had local 
newspapers and magazines to keep up with the local 

happenings, but the town was essentially separated by skin color. Her school, church, and 
community links were other African-Americans. During her formative years, most aspects 
of life were segregated. Orlean had finished college and was starting her job in the 
Department of Labor the year the Civil Rights Act was signed.  
 
 While in DC, Orlean was involved in her community, a mindset that she learned from 
her parents. She sang with the National Christian Choir for nearly ten years (a traveling 
choir that is by audition only). She was a member of the Oxen Hill Democratic Club and 
Black Political Women in Action. She also sang in the choir at Forest Heights Church and 
was a poll worker in the DC area where she lived. She always desired to return to Fuquay to 
be near her family and community. When she did return, she wanted to learn more about 
her FV community and serve here as well.  
 
 Soon after she returned to Fuquay she became a member of the Society for Saving 
Fuquay Consolidated High School. That organization is a group of graduates and was 
started by Joan Burton. They have worked to try and save the buildings and keep the 
association between the graduates to work for the betterment of the neighborhood. Parts of 
the old school are now senior housing and a day care. They hoped to save the gym, but it 
was in disrepair and an ice storm damaged the building beyond repair. There has been 



discussion of trying to rebuild. The organization is trying to preserve the history of the 
school.   
 
 Orlean was asked to work on the Centennial Commission and in 2009 the Fuquay-
Varina Museums began out of that effort. The FV Museums is a joint effort between the 
members of the Friends of the Museum, including Orlean and our own Shirley Simmons 
among others. Together they have worked to start the organization and to develop the 
contents of the museums. Orlean is on the Friends of the Museum Board (2009-present), 
she was the Secretary from 2009-2018, and the President of the Board from 2018-present. 
She has been a Docent at the Museums from 2009 to present, so she is a wealth of 
information about Fuquay-Varina history. She has worked through the growing pains of the 
organization and worked to make the museums more inclusive so that it more accurately 
represents the whole history of our town. The Friends of the Museums have been working 
to try and garner more space for their growing collection. She is also on the FV Downtown 
Association Board (2018-present) on the Design Committee. They work to keep our 
downtown beautiful. They also started an Angel Fund to help the businesses stay afloat in 
these uncertain times and they sponsor the BBQ, Blues & Brews event for funding.  
 
 In addition, Orlean is a member of the Wake Chapel Christian Church. She was the 
first African-American Member there and originally visited at the behest of Curtis Holleman 
to hear their musical specials. She loves music, singing and is a choir member. Orlean is in 
the Chapel Bible Class and the Maranatha Circle (a women’s group that performs projects 
that help the elderly, send thoughtful cards, and provide scholarships for kids at the 
church). She is a member of the Priority Women’s Associates in Fuquay-Varina. This 
organization separate from the church works to reach women that are unchurched. She has 
also worked with the FV Arts Foundation and has served at the polls in Wake County.  
 
 Orlean deeply believes that “God blesses us so that we can bless others”. Her father 
was a pillar in her community growing up. He had rental properties that he was adamant 
needed to stay affordable because not everyone could afford expensive rent. He looked for 
no praise in his work and efforts. She learned from him not to make things inaccessible in 
return for larger monetary returns, and let your blessing to others be in fairness. Both of 
her parents showed her a willingness to serve their community and taught her to do 
likewise. Her desire is that equity and fairness will be a goal in our community and that 
because she was the first African American in a position in so many aspects of her life, that 
we as a society will become more accepting and equal for women and for people of color 
and their/our presence in all places will be normalized, people of all walks will be accepted, 
and equality and equity will be reached. Truly a goal we should all set for ourselves and our 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 Ways & Means – Second Vice President: FAITH JUNGHAHN  
  
 Fundraising efforts are underway. We are making small steps in adding to our 
coffers in order to contribute to the wonderful scholarship offerings while supporting 
ongoing programs in our community- what we are known for.  We made $193 from visiting 
Papa Murphy’s for pizza and salads.  In January, as Jeanette shared, we are going to enjoy 
BBQ from Daddy’s BBQ, 1526 N Broad St Fuquay-Varina, next to the Food Lion on Hwy 55. 
They have curbside and a drive thru for your orders  
 

 Daddy D's BBQ is donating back to FuquayVarina Womens Club - you can help 
by eating! 
 On Wednesday, January 13th Daddy D's BBQ, 1526 Broad Street, will donate 15% of 
Takeout & Pick up orders to Fuquay Varina Women’s Club. Please help us by RSVPing to 
save the date and inviting a friend (or 2) to eat with you! RSVP & details here: 
www.groupraise.com/events/172457 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

about:blank


 
 
 A spreadsheet for sign-up for cakes and helping out on March 19th and 20th will be 
forthcoming. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Membership – Third Vice President:  JULIA YEARGAN  

 Fun Facts – A fun way to learn more about each other.  I’ll be contacting all members 
to get their info for the next few newsletters. 
  
Pam Booker – She loves to garden and would rather be digging a hole and planting 
something. 
Ruth Olive – While working as a PT in a DC rehab center she treated John Hinckley, who 
attempted to assassinate President Reagan. 
Martha Smallwood – Was the first female at her first Coast Guard assignment in Astoria, 
Oregon. 
Madonna French – Takes line dancing lessons. 
Julia Yeargan – Has been scuba diving several times and loves it. 
  

 

Environment – Chairs:  SANDRA ALLEN and RUTH OLIVE 

 From www.photos-environmental-wellness-improve-environment,jpg this site 
offered “6 Ways You Can Improve Your Environment”.  
 
 Two of these 6 ways seem very relevant to me, and I thought I would share these 
with our club this month for the Environment CSP. The first way to improve our 
environment is “Reuse it”. The article suggests to reuse drink or water bottles. I know I 
reuse my Gator Aid bottles as water or iced tea bottles in my refrigerator.  Glass and 
stainless steel bottles also work in the same way.  Reusable cloth shopping bags cut down 
on plastic bags. Also, “According to the Wall Street Journal, the United States goes through 
100 billion plastic shopping bags annually.” Evidence indicates that these bags in landfills 
slowly release toxic chemicals in the soil. We can use these bags for making rugs for the 
homeless (a club project) or recycle these bags at the local grocery store. The second 
environmentally helpful act is to eat local. This article indicated the use of farmer’s markets 
or the support of local restaurants that shop locale help our environment. This is done by 
using food that does not have to travel long distances to reach plates. Locally grown food 
means less fuel is used to transport goods to the restaurant, local grocery store or our 
kitchen table. When we support our corner farmer’s market, we as club members are 
supporting our environment.  
 
Patty Byrne, member of Environment CSP 
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Arts and Culture– Chair:  MARTHA SMALLWOOD  

 No report this month.   
 

 

Civic Engagement and Outreach – Chairs:  MADONNA FRENCH  
  
 Wreaths Across America update.  We had such a huge success December 19.  We 
were honored to have the American Legion post 116 Honor Guard present in placing 
wreaths at the flag. Our own Martha Smallwood placed a wreath for those who served, for 
those spouses supporting their service member.  We had Mia Clary placed a wreath 
honoring the families support.   We had our largest turn-out of volunteers from the 
community.  
 
 We placed over 700 wreaths between Wake Chapel and Greenlawn Memorial.  We 
unfortunately did not place a wreath at each marker.  However, plans are in place to 
overcome this for this December.  In walking the cemeteries, I noted a few names not 
captured over the year.  Another reason for this was noted by Jeanette Castro in her 
Facebook sharing: “Today, I participated in Wreaths Across America… While there I met a 
gentleman who had just lost his mom a week ago and he went to see her grave. He ask what 
all the wreaths were since one was placed for his dad a WWII vet. I told him about it and he 
said he lost both parents within a few months of each other. I place and extra wreath on his 
mom’s grave and told him it was an honor of all the women who were and are married to 
our services men.”  
 
 I want to thank you all for your support- telling others of the event, placing the 
wreaths, and picking-up the wreaths.  Letting you know, from your generous support in the 
past, I have more wreaths.  
 
  

 Health and Wellness – Chairs:  BARBARA KENNEDY AND LESLEY 

PHIPPS 

 Due to Covid we aren't able to have our monthly Bingo sessions at the Elderly Home 
in Fuquay Varina so instead Barb Kennedy and Lesley Phipps delivered $120 worth of 
canned goods to be distributed to the Elderly Seniors for the holidays.  In addition, two club 
members made large personal donations of food and toiletries which was much 
appreciated.  The Elderly Seniors were very grateful to be remembered.   



 

 

Education and Libraries – Chairs:  SHIRLEY SIMMONS AND DEBRA 

SEMPLE 

 HOBY: Hugh O’Brian Youth Seminar candidate applications were received over 
Thanksgiving Holidays.  Two high schools receive tuition grants for their student who will 
attend in June.  We make it possible for the one sophomore student who will represent each 
school to attend. 
 
 Harnett Central sent us John (Jay) Mewborn, son of a graduate from Fuquay-Varina 
High, John Mewborn.  Jay lives with his father and sister in Lillington, where his father 
works with the Harnett County Sheriff’s Office.  His mother is deceased.  Jay is involved in 
many extracurricular activities but says he has never been to any kind of summer camp.  He 
is excited to attend this program at NCSU and get out of his comfort zone.  He anticipates 
becoming a better leader within his school and community.  
 
 Fuquay-Varina sent us John Cooper Adams, son of John and Paige Adams.   John is 
anxious to have this opportunity to develop skills he can use for a lifetime.  He was captain 
of his sports team and intends to start a Men’s Bible Study at his school.  He hopes to 
represent FVHS well and to put skills he acquires to good use in clubs there next year. 
 
 Sallie Southall Cotton Scholarship:  This is the opportunity created by our Sallie 
Southall Cotton years ago to encourage girls to continue their education.    The scholarship 
process is one of the projects we share with the GFWC Juniors of Fuquay-Varina.  The co-
chairs from each club are presently arranging to interview via zoom a total of six candidates 
who have successfully completed the application process.  Each club will then select their 
candidate to present as the club’s representative for the District VI contest.   This will be 
quite different this year as local interviews and district interviews will be via zoom instead 
of in-person.   
 
 Candidates are judged 20% on each of five criteria.  Character comes from the 
interview and letters of recommendation.  Scholastic record is provided via transcripts 
with each being in the upper 1/4 of their senior class.   Ambition and Leadership reflects 
their school, church, and community activities.  Potential is evaluated by the interview and 
their personal statements.  Finally, financial need has to be verified.  The district and state 
levels adhere closely to these five areas.   
 
  Locally, we have four judges representing our two clubs; District VI will have three 
judges from Clubwomen and professionals;   State will involve only district winners who are 
interviewed by five judges (a past president, a trustee, a clubwoman, a university 
representative and a business representative.    Winners have to attend a four year 
institution in the State of North Carolina.  
 



   
 

 
SOCIAL– RUTH OLIVE  
 No report this month.  Information about the Christmas social can be read in the 
General Minutes for December 14, 2020. 
  

 
House & Grounds - Shirley Simmons and Dot Mays 

  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 (FEBRUARY MEETING) 
Health and Wellness CSP  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

JANUARY EVENTS CALENDAR 
1/9/21 6:45 pm Zoom General Meeting  

1/13/21 4:00 pm to 
9:00 pm 

Daddy D’s Fundraser  

    

 

 


