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  President’s Key Notes 
 

Opportunity Smiles 
 

 As we approach a unique holiday season, we are planning to provide for our family 
and friends a Happy Healthy Holiday.  We will keep using a face mask, social distance and 
wash our hands. 
 
 History has shown that the holiday season is stressful without Covid, so be sensitive 
to others as you connect for this season.  Reach out and send love to all. 
 
 The Fuquay Varina Woman’s Club was surprised by two “Secret Santa’s” this year.  
Both Bobbie Asad and Amazon made it possible for $2,500 donation to the Club.  This was 
part of Amazon’s end-of-year efforts to support local nonprofit/charitable organizations as 
we continue to navigate the difficulties of the COVID-19 pandemic.   We thank you Bobbie 
Asad and Amazon for this generous donation. 
 
 Our prayers are for quick recovery for Donna Davis, Kathy Koch, Chris Taylor and 
Becky Patton, who has helped with so many Woman’s Club activities. 
 
 Thank you all that participated in Papa Murphy’s, November 18th event; hopefully 
you will order again on the December 9th event.  Thank you for Wreaths across America led 
by Faith Junghahn. 
 
 Ruth Olive and her Committee are planning for the zoom social.  The business 
meeting will only highlight points that need to be covered.  Again, great partnership 
between CSP’s.  Ruth has been creative in her Ideas and pickups during the Papa Murphy’s 
event. 
 
 Jeanette Moore-Burlock provided a speaker on Human Trafficking who gave us a lot 
of information to think about.  
  
 Please remember to suggest names for our Strong Woman of Fuquay to Jeanette 
Moore-Burlock. 
 
 Thank you Stephanie Wallace for zooming with us. 
 
 The January Birthdays are celebrated by Faith Junghahn on 1/25, Dot Mays on 1/8, 
Chris Taylor on 1/13, and Sara Tew on 1/26. 
 
  
 
 
 



 Please continue being of service to others through the rest of 2020 and I look 
forward to January 11, 2021 when the Woman’s Club will zoom at 6:00 p.m. for the 
Executive Board Meeting and 6:30 p.m. for our regular meeting.  Civic Engagement and 
Outreach will provide our Educational Program. 
 
        
Blessings 
Peace and Good Will, 
Nancy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEMBER NEWS 
 

 
 

DECEMBER 2020 
 

CSP/SC/WC DATE/TIME PROJECT EVENT 
Social 12/14/20 

6:30 p.m. 
 Christmas Zoom Banquet 

Ways & Means 12/9/20 Fundraiser Papa Murphy’s 
Civic/ 
Outreach 

12/19/20 
9:00 a.m. 

Wreaths Across America Placement of wreaths at 
Wake Chapel and 
Greenlawn 

 
JANUARY 2021 

 

CSP/SC/WC DATE/TIME PROJECT EVENT 
Civic/Outreach 1/2/21 Wreaths Across America Gather wreaths from 

Wake Chapel and 
Greenlawn 

Arts/Culture 1/8/21 
By 6:00 p.m. 

Craft pictures due  

 

 
 
 GFWC-NC State Arts Festival – March 13, 2021 at the Mebane Arts Center in Mebane, 
NC. 

 The GFWC-NC Convention will be held April 16-17, 2021, at the Doubletree Hotel in 
Asheville Biltmore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Treasurer’s Report – VICKI CURRIN 
   

FV Woman's Club 11/01-30/2020  
BEGINNING BALANCE IN GENERAL FUND   $11,119.13  

 INCOME TO GENERAL FUND (funded by fundraisers):    
UNICEF - Allen Sunday School  $   435.54   
unicef - members  $   275.00   
 

  
 TOTAL GENERAL FUND INCOME    $     710.54  

   $11,829.67  

 EXPENDITDURES TO GEN FUND    

ED-Mini grant STEM project  $   100.00   
GFWC NC legacy fund  $      50.00    

GFWC NC Art fund  $      25.00    

GFWC NC General Trust fund  $      25.00    

GFWC NC Gresson-Johnson Scholarship fund  $      25.00    

Sally Southall Scholarship  $      25.00    

GFWC NC Special Proj- Charlotte Brown Museum  $    100.00    
UNICEF  $     730.54   

   $(1,080.54) 

TOTAL FUNDS IN GEN FUND    $10,749.13  

   
BEGINNING BALANCE IN CLUBHOUSE    $  5,017.01  

money gram   $       75.00   
Godwin, 10/9, 9/25, 10/23 & 11/13  $     300.00   
Cash 11/14  $       75.00    
Bennett 11/7  $       75.00    
Herring cash  $       75.00   
 INCOME TO CLUBHOUSE    $     600.00  

   $   5,617.01  

EXPENDITURES TO CLUBHOUSE    
Tammy Horton CH cleaning Nov  $        60.00   
Town of FV 11/4  $        40.93   
Town of FV 11/27  $        40.93    
 Duke Energy -11/13  $        55.94   
 PSNC -11/3  $        18.73   
   $    (216.53) 

 TOTAL EXPENDITURES    $  5,400.48  

 TOTAL FUNDS IN CLUBHOUSE    

   $  8,340.23  

 BALANCE IN OPERATING funded by club dues    
 INCOME TO OPERATING     

 



Cultural Arts Center Christmas social refund  $        90.00   
 

  
 

  $        90.00  

 TOTAL TO OPERATING INCOME    $   8,430.23  

   
 EXPENDITURES TO OPERATING    
GFWC NC dues  $                  2,100.00   $  (2,100.00) 

   $  6,330.23  

 BALANCE IN OPERATING    

   
GENERAL FUNDS  $10,749.13   
CLUB HOUSE  $5,400.48   
Federation / OPERATIONS  $6,330.23   
FV Town  Tech Scholarship $3,000.00   
MEMORIALS- Stephanie, Martha, Vicki's dads, Alice Schmetzer 
Bonnie Childs 

$275.00  
 

CIP  $316.50   
ART DEPT FUND RAISER  $355.35   
TOTAL FUNDS  $26,426.69   

   
13 Month CD - matures 5/9/2020 includes Theatre Arts 
money………......$14696.02    
Theatre Arts from defunct FV Theater group ($1940.42)   
Bobbie Asad "tiger" sale donation (2000-Caboose)(200 Xmas kids) (250-Art 
center chairs)(50 TBD) 

  
 

$4000 Duke - Fed (-837.12 Conv 2019, $30 D6 2019 fall, $100 D6 2020 Arts, $30 State 2020 Arts, State 2020 summer $40) leaves $2962.88 

 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



CLUB NEWS 
 
Reporting - First Vice President:   JEANETTE MOORE-BURLOCK 

 
 
 December’s Strong Woman of Fuquay-Varina is Rev. Becca Gillespie. Rev. Becca is the 
pastor at Fuquay-Varina Presbyterian Church and also a member of the Human Trafficking 
Roundtable.  
 
 Rev. Becca is originally from California. She grew up in the Central Valley in Lemoore 
which is an agricultural community that also is home to Lemoore Naval Air Base, so a 
military presence is ingrained in the area as well. Her father was a schoolteacher and her 
mother a surgical RN. She is a graduate of Fresno State University (degree in 
Communicative Disorders) and Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. She married a 
Submarine Officer and had two children (both are grown) and they have lived all over the 
country as most military families are required to do. Rev. Becca earned her Master of 
Divinity ten years ago and received her ordination in the PCUSA church soon after. In 2016 
her husband was stationed as the Professor of Naval Sciences Piedmont Consortium at 
Duke, UNC, and NC State and the Commanding Officer of the NROTC program. Rev. Becca 
received a calling a year later to become the solo pastor at Fuquay-Varina Presbyterian 
Church, where she still serves.  
 
 When it comes to her strength, she says her mother was somewhat a maverick and 
gave her a strong base of strength and belief in her own abilities. Her mother received a 
nursing degree at 22 and decided to move from the South to the West where she became a 
surgical RN at Stanford University Hospital. She continued her nursing skills in the Central 
Valley when they moved and was well respected in their community. She was a fair and 
loving mother that raised her children to be independent and self-sufficient. Rev. Becca also 
attributes her strength to surviving childhood sexual trauma (non-family member), and to 
her work as a pastor in an overwhelmingly male-dominated field. Lastly, her strength lies in 
“an abiding faith in a God who values me enough to redeem me, mold me, calls me to serve 
and who will never forsake me has made me a strong woman”.  The biggest influences in 
Rev. Becca’s life have been her mother and her husband. Her husband has always seen and 
treated her as an equal and has supported her every endeavor, especially in becoming a 
Minister. It is always refreshing to see how a person can blossom with love, equality, and 
support. Rev. Becca’s sees her strengths as compassion, leadership, passion, and grit. She is 
also not easily intimidated and she is an avid supporter of women and women’s interests 
and causes. A perfect combination to be designated a strong woman of Fuquay-Varina.  
 



 As for her work in human trafficking, The Human Trafficking Roundtable made a 
presentation at a New Hope Presbytery meeting (New Hope Presbytery is the larger 
governing body of the Presbyterian denomination in this area of NC), with Rev. Becca in 
attendance. This sparked her interest and she joined the group soon after. The Human 
Trafficking Roundtable is faith based and is a group of women (only because men haven’t 
shown an interest in participation) who are both clergy and lay people with a goal of 
educating the public about all forms of human trafficking. They educate on sex trafficking 
and labor trafficking, both of which are present in NC. Rev. Becca has attended two National 
Human Trafficking Conferences that were hosted by Shared Hope International. Shared 
Hope International is an organization started by Congresswoman Linda Smith and is a 
worthy organization. Their goal is to bring an end to human trafficking through prevention, 
restoration, and bringing justice. Shared Hope International works with law enforcement, 
faith based organizations, social workers, doctors, nurses, psychologists, judges, and others 
who may be in a position to help. They work to support survivors, to advocate for 
meaningful legislation to end trafficking in the US. Their training has helped Rev. Becca 
develop the tools needed to be an advocate in our community. Rev. Becca’s goal in the 
Fuquay-Varina area in her work on the Human Trafficking Roundtable is “to recognize the 
vulnerable children and people in our communities. Have accurate information regarding 
this important issue and viable ways in which they can really help put an end to buying and 
selling humans for sex or labor.” Much of the recent educational work in these 
organizations is in combating the misinformation circulated by conspiracy groups like Q 
Anon. In order to combat the problem, people need to be aware of what the problem 
actually is and what it is not. The problem of human trafficking is easily overlooked if it 
isn’t understood and we should not be complicit in the sale of humans, slavery, and all of 
the inner workings of human trafficking.  For further information about Human Trafficking, 
Shared Hope International has numerous resources on their web page: 
https://sharedhope.org/resources/.   In addition, donations can be made on the web page 
as well. The Human Trafficking Roundtable is funded by grants, and they request donations 
to Shared Hope International to further education on the topic. 
 
 Rev. Becca is definitely a strong woman of Fuquay-Varina, and we are a better 
community for her work and advocacy.  
 

 

 Ways & Means – Second Vice President: FAITH JUNGHAHN  
  
 Save that item.  That item is money for the Club. 
 
 Our club is hosting a Yard Sale on March 20, 2021 at the clubhouse from 8:00 a.m. -
12:00. As you make room for those Holiday decorations what you find as being in way, we 
need you to donate all items taking up space in your home. Items can come to the club the 
day before in order to prepare for the sale, please have all items tagged with a sale price. 
Those, items not sold on the day will be donated to Mama’s House.  

about:blank


 
 We do need children items for the day- reach out to the new moms who find they 
now have a toddler to chase- for items to sale.  
 
 Keeping with traditions and expectations, we are going to sell the Earthquake cake. 
Ruth will keep us within the guidelines for having food sales at the event. We will have 
more in January’s newsletter on how we are expecting the Earthquake cakes and sign-up to 
bake the cakes.  
 
 Save your items small and large for our sale. 
 
 We will have a fundraising event on December 9 at Papa Murphy.  Call ahead to place 
your order for pick-up. Papa Murphy has salads and Italian food on their menus.  
 

 

Membership – Third Vice President:  JULIA YEARGAN  

 Please don’t forget to share some holiday cheer by sending a card to the person after 
you on the club roster. Also, let me know if you invite anyone to our Zoom meeting so I can 
welcome them. 
  

 

Environment – Chairs:  SANDRA ALLEN and RUTH OLIVE 

 Our Environment Committee had a busy month in November completing several 
projects to enhance our world both locally and worldwide.  
 
 We spearheaded our club’s annual “Trick or Treat for UNICEF” Drive that netted a 
record total of $730.  Clean water, life- saving nutrition, promotion of education and  
immunization projects, climate change awareness, human trafficking prevention and 
disaster relief are some of the many ways UNICEF works to improve the environment of 
millions of children today. 
 
 We donated a beautiful “Forest Pansy” Red Bud tree for Falcon Park and joined with 
our Fuquay-Varina Town Parks and Recreation team in its planting.   We worked to spruce 
up our clubhouse grounds by trimming shrubs, washing our sign, removing cobwebs on 
windows, sweeping porches and planting a few ornamental flowers.   
 
 In December, we plan to continue to educate our members on numerous ways to 
recycle, conserve resources and enhance our environment.  We have put a large plastic bin 
on the front porch of the clubhouse for members to drop off their plastic grocery bags to be 



used to make bedrolls for the homeless.  In addition, we encourage our members to buy and 
use recycled and non-foil wrapping paper for holiday gift-giving. 
      

 

Arts and Culture– Chair:  MARTHA SMALLWOOD  

 Craft pictures are due Jan 8th by 6 pm.   Any questions please let me know.  
 

 

Civic Engagement and Outreach – Chairs:  MADONNA FRENCH  
 
 It’s time for Wreaths Across America! Meet Faith and her team on December 19, 
2020 at 9 a.m. at Wake Chapel Cemetery to place wreaths on veterans’ graves. Following at 
10 a.m. we will do the same at Green Lawn cemetery.  Pickup day is January 2, 2021 
beginning at 10 a.m. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mpigi Ugana   MARIA’S STORY 

 In December, we gave $25 to KIVA to support a loan to Maria.  Maria is single with 4 
children. She operates a boutique where she gets income for sustainability. Income from the 
business is used to support the family financially and to keep her children in school. 
 
 She is seeking loan to buy more bales of clothes to stock for the forthcoming festive 
season so that she can prepare in time to avail customers with all they need in time. 
 
 This will help her earn increased incomes which will shoot her profit margin high. 
Thank you funders for supporting those in need always. 
 
 



  

 Health and Wellness – Chairs:  BARBARA KENNEDY AND LESLEY 

PHIPPS 

 The Soles for Souls program received 69 pairs of shoes from 6 of our members and 
friends.  Morgan Cullison is coordinating this effort and is mailing them consistently.  We 
thank all of those who participated and continue to support this program. 
 
 Health and Wellness, which has run the Bingo program, at the Housing for the 
Elderly in Fuquay, is donating much needed items to all of the senior citizens at the 
apartments this Christmas season.  This will include canned food items and toiletries.  If 
you would also like to participate, please contact Lesley Phipps 
at: lphipps1952@gmail.com.   
 
 We have also been in touch with MaMa's House and volunteer 
opportunities.  They really need assistance at this time with volunteer help inside of the 
house. The shifts available for volunteering are: 10 am to 2 pm and 2 pm to 6pm, unless if 
someone wants to be there the full day, then 10 am to 6 pm. We are needing help Tuesday 
through Saturday. We also need help from noon to 4 pm on Sundays.  This is a good fit for 
someone who likes to greet people and is comfortable sitting in a chair and helping pick up 
and monitor mask usage to keep the house safe. There is a fridge and full bathroom 
available to volunteers that do the shift on the second floor (the bathroom is not open to 
the public for usage- only for the volunteer - so no COVID spread danger).  Please let Lesley 
know if you are able to help.   
 

 

Education and Libraries – Chairs:  SHIRLEY SIMMONS AND DEBRA 

SEMPLE 

 The Club pays tuition for a sophomore student from Harnett Central High and 
another from Fuquay-Varina High to the Hugh O’Brian Leadership Program held each 
spring at NCSU.  Of course, in 2020, the event was virtual. Last year, HCHS did not select a 
representative.  Here is the letter of thanks from our student last year from FVHS.  We share 
it with all of you now.  We had hoped to have her in person but this did not work out with 
Covid year circumstances. We are now currently in the process of taking applications from 
both schools for the 2010 summer program.  
 
 “Thank you so much for providing me with the opportunity to attend HOBY this 
summer as the representative of Fuquay-Varina High School.  The program did not run in-
person, but I was still able to attend virtually.  It was truly an amazing experience that I will 
never forget.  They encouraged us to create our own kind to “tomato soup.”  At first, I was 
honestly so confused, because really what does tomato soup have to do with becoming a 

about:blank


leader?  I later realized they did not mean actual tomato soup, it was just a metaphor.  See, 
tomato soup can be made into all sorts of different kinds of soups and dishes like spicy 
tortilla or chili or anything honestly, but everyone likes their tomato soup made in a 
different way.  So their goal of using the “tomato soup” reference was to encourage us to 
find the things that are most important to us and make them a bigger, more defined part of 
our soup or life.  They pushed us to find our favorite flavors or values and get cooking.  
Since that weekend, I have been creating my soup and working to define who I am each and 
every day.  Because of HOBY, I now truly feel comfortable sharing my values with others and 
just being me.  So thank you for helping me grow into a more strong and confident person. I 
am forever grateful. 
 
 I would like to repay the favor if in any way possible.   If Fuquay Woman’s club or any 
of its members ever need help with anything at all please let me know.  I would love to give 
back or just spend more time getting to know you and the rest of the club. 
  
Again, thank you so much for the opportunity, 
     Heather E. Spell “     
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF MINI GRANT HISTORY  
 
 The Education CSP received applications electronically and by mail for the Fuquay-
Varina Mini Grants of 2020. A total of 24 were received and reviewed.  With Covid 
conditions, our reception could not be planned to formally recognize these award winners. 
For the first time, we have no pictures of winners; however, we anticipate sharing any 
pictures we receive from the projects as they are implemented.  
 
 The thirty year history of our program is well documented beginning with President 
Lynette Walters and Education Chair, Marilyn Gardner in 1991 when a total award of $3000 
was raised by the club. The Town Commissioners took over funding in 1992.  Since that 
time the Town of Fuquay-Varina has made generous funding increases reaching $6000 in 
2018.  Fuquay-Varina is unique among the municipalities in Wake County in this 
appreciation of the local teachers.  The Fuquay-Varina Woman’s Club Education CSP 
administers the Mini Grants and is proud of the Town of Fuquay- Varina for this excellent 
partnership.   
   
 This year’s applications came from teachers in 10 of the 13 schools of our area.   The 
number of schools has grown over the years from five to thirteen.  The school list will 
continue to grow as the planned new school additions within Southern Wake County come 
on board.    
   
 In 2019, we were able to award funds to 28 proposals.  This year we awarded 24 
grants and for the first time, funds were awarded to every application received.  Teachers 
are to be commended for their patience and dedication in completing applications with all 
the extra and demanding conditions of this school year.  The grand total of awards in the 
program has now reached 526 grants in this our 30th Year.   
 



 The 2020 winners received a Certificate from the Woman’s Club, a letter of 
recognition from Mayor Byrne, and a check from the Town of Fuquay-Varina.  The Woman’s 
Club Education CSP was able to complete the funding for the 24th award from its current 
budget.  
 
Congratulations to:    
 Middle Creek High:  Donnalee Mercado 
 Fuquay-Varina High:  Gail Siemer. Deborah Clarke, & Neal Eichhorn 
 Fuquay-Varina Middle:  Dympna Duckworth & Michelle Townshend 
 Lincoln Heights:  Stephenie Logan, Laura Wood, & Kari Gillespie 
 Banks Road:  Carolyn Sumpter 
 Fuquay-Varina Elementary:  Laura Martin, Meghan Poirier, Garrett Love, Jenny 
Pettus  & Holly Bushhouse 
 West Lake Elementary:  Kimberly Hefelfinger & Tamra Dunstan  
 Willow Springs:  Kendal Reynolds 
 Herbert Akins:  Kit Wellner & Quaneisha Smith 
 Middle Creek Elementary:  Kelly Cancro, Susie Holland, Margaret Knox-Ingle & 
Nicole  Bills 
 
 Education CSP members usually provide the reception. We are saddened to miss this 
delightful experience but so proud that the program did still work well.   Angela French, 
Julia Yeargan, Julia McCombs, Dot Mays, and  Jan Seagroves, led by  Debra Semple & Shirley 
Simmons, Chairs. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 The Club pays tuition for a sophomore student from Harnett Central High and 
another from Fuquay-Varina High to the Hugh O’Brian Leadership Program held each 
spring at NCSU. 
 
 Of course, in 2020, the event was virtual. Last year, HCHS did not select a 
representative.  Here is the letter of thanks from our student last year from FVHS.  We share 
it with all of you now.  We had hoped to have her in person but this did not work out with 
Covid year circumstances.  We are now currently in the process of taking applications from 
both schools for the 2010 summer program.  
 
 “Thank you so much for providing me with the opportunity to attend HOBY 
this summer as the representative of Fuquay-Varina High School.  The program did 
not run in-person, but I was still able to attend virtually.  It was truly an amazing 
experience that I will never forget.  They encouraged us to create our own kind to 
“tomato soup.”  At first, I was honestly so confused, because really what does tomato 
soup have to do with becoming a leader?  I later realized they did not mean actual 
tomato soup, it was just a metaphor.  See, tomato soup can be made into all sorts of 
different kinds of soups and dishes like spicy tortilla or chili or anything honestly, 
but everyone likes their tomato soup made in a different way.  So their goal of using 
the “tomato soup” reference was to encourage us to find the things that are most 
important to us and make them a bigger, more defined part of our soup or life.  They 
pushed us to find our favorite flavors or values and get cooking.  Since that weekend, 
I have been creating my soup and working to define who I am each and every day.  



 Because of HOBY, I now truly feel comfortable sharing my values with others 
and just being me.  So thank you for helping me grow into a more strong and 
confident person. I am forever grateful. 
  

 I would like to repay the favor if in any way possible.   If Fuquay Woman’s club 
or any of its members ever need help with anything at all please let me know.  I would 
love to give back or just spend more time getting to know you and the rest of the club. 
  

 Again, thank you so much for the opportunity, 
      

 Heather E. Spell “     
 

 
SOCIAL– RUTH OLIVE  
  
 SOCIAL COMMITTEE invites you to attend a Virtual Christmas Social December 14th 
immediately following December Zoom meeting announcements and devotions.  Look for a 
special letter delivery prior to the meeting that will include information and items you will 
need to have during the social to possibly win a gift card(s) for that last-minute Christmas 
stocking stuffers.  
 
  

 
House & Grounds - Shirley Simmons and Dot Mays 

  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 (JANUARY MEETING) 
Civic Engagement and Outreach 

 
 
 

DECEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR 
12/9/20  Fundraiser Papa Murphy’s 

12/14/20 6:30 p.m. Zoom Christmas Social  

    

 


